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“Practical and Practicing Ethics: 

The Development, implementation and operation of a 
municipal ethics program from a Councillor’s Perspective” 

Presented by: 

Alan Shefman  

 

As part of our popular Lunch Talk series  
McLaughlin College Proudly Presents: 
 

This presentation will provide insight from the perspective of a municipal 
councillor on the nature of ethics and ethical behaviour at the municipal 
level. The discussion will look at the history of ethics on Vaughan Council 
from the year 2000 on. It will then document the steps taken to establish 
both an Integrity Commissioner and a Code of conduct for Councillors. 
Finally, it will attempt to provide insight into how the new ethics regime 
has worked over the last 12 years.  

ALAN SHEFMAN (BA Hons, M.A.) is a graduate of York and Carleton Universities.  
He is presently Councillor, Ward 5 – Thornhill, in the City of Vaughan. He has been 
the President of the York University Alumni Association and a member of the Board 
of Governors. He is currently a fellow of McLaughlin College and was a Member 
and Research Associate with the York University Centre for Practical Ethics from 
2001 - 2013. Mr. Shefman has been involved professionally with human rights 
issues for over 35 years. He is currently the President of The Edge 
Quality/Communications Consultants, one of Canada’s foremost human rights 
focussed consultancies. 
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