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“Political Scandals in Canada and
What We Learned from Them”

lan Greene

In every province and territory, and in the House of Commons and the Senate,
there is now an independent conflict of interest commissioner. Three weeks ago,
lan addressed the annual meeting of these commissioners in Edmonton. In his
talk today, he will summarize the scandals that led to the creation of the
commissioners' offices over the past three decades, and will share with you the

ideas that he offered the commissioners in Edmonton.

IAN GREENE got interested in public sector ethics in the 1970s and 1980s when
he was a public servant in Alberta. He encountered ethics issues several times
each week, ranging from whether to accept a lunch offered by someone wanting
his influence, to blowing the whistle on a day care operator accused of child
abuse. He has taught political science and public administration at York
University since 1985, and has served as Master of McLaughlin College. He is
currently working on a second edition of the book Honest Politics along with
another former Master of McLaughlin College, David Shugarman, and five more
youthful co-authors.
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